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By the time Christmas arrives, I will have seen at least twenty Christmas
movies, mainly Hallmark, but I have begun branching out into Ion and Netflix.
Twenty movies with virtually the same plot line. Oh, you don’t know it? A
workaholic woman from a city finds herself in a small town and by Christmas
she finds the simplicity and love that have been missing from her life . . . and
snow. She also finds snow.
The movies are sweet as fudge, predictable as the playlist on the Christmas

radio station, and silly as “Grandma Got Ran Over By A Reindeer,” but I enjoy
them fully. Until December 26th. Then the luster is off the silver bell.
These movies are enormously popular because they package the Christmas

magic that has come to be associated with the holiday. They present
“Christmas miracles:” a town’s cookie company being saved from corporate
takeover, a snow storm lifting to allow for the town festival, a property deed
being discovered to prevent the ski lodge from being sold. (All these are actual
storylines.) Hallmark knows what it’s doing: wrapping financial success,
personal happiness, and community support into a lustrous snow globe scene.
The appeal of Christmas movies is in their sweet, predictable, silly simplicity

that contrasts with the storyline of our lives which are messy with characters
and situations too complicated or boring for a two-hour time frame.
Financial success, personal happiness, and even community support aren’t

miracles though nor are they even indicative of being blessed. That would
mean some people are not blessed. And the Christmas miracle is that everyone
is blessed. The Christmas miracle is the universal blessing of humanity’s
redemption by God entering into humanity, living and dying fully human.
While I will continue to indulge in gooey holiday movies up to Christmas

Day, their luster is temporary. Christmas however, for believers, heralds the
beginning of a much bigger love story.

—Kathy Judge
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And behold, the star that they had
seen at its rising preceded them,
until it came and stopped over the
place where the child was.
They were overjoyed at seeing the
star,
and on entering the house
they saw the child with Mary his
mother.
They prostrated themselves and did
him homage.
Then they opened their treasures
and offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

—Mt. 2: 10-11

BingeWatching Christmas
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There isn’t much joy to be found at a funeral but after
the Mass, after the burial, the family returns to St.
Charles’ Beckman Hall. The church and a cadre of
volunteers serve a nutritious, bountiful and beautifully
presented meal to the deceased’s family. It is a moment
when the mourners can relax, visit with relatives from
near and far, and share memories. Often they are
exchanging happy memories and there are smiles and
sometimes laughter after a long, hard day. The tension
and sadness palpably lifts.
The volunteers, who often know the deceased, share

their own parish memories with family as they keep the
buffet line clean, bring food from the kitchen, and set out
cups of coffee, lemonade, and water. Doris Stone, a
coordinator, said, “I have found a ministry where
sadness comes in and I try to bring some laughter and
smiles. The willingness of people to participate, to cook
their specialty, to honor a friend, that gives me the joy to
do this.” Karen Dodd, a co-coordinator, said, “It is the
people. We could not do this without them. It is
heartwarming when you call people a day or so before
the funeral to bring food and they all say ‘yes.’”
Heidi Johnson has volunteered as a coordinator for

funeral dinners, as well as a cook and a driver for Mobile
Meals. She said, “You want to help your neighbors. I
think that is our mission in life. Christ said, “Help one
another and love one another. . . the funeral dinners are
when people are most in need of a place to hang out.”
We often think a church only provides food for the

soul but churches also provide food for the body. Mobile
Meals is another example. Mary Wells, a recently retired
coordinator, held this position for 17 years. She said, “I
loved visiting with the people. They were so grateful and
warm. You could see the love of Christ in their eyes.”
Mobile Meals of Oklahoma County coordinates with

85 local churches and organizations so homebound
seniors over age 60, living alone, can have a hot,
nutritious meal every day. St. Charles’ assigned days are
Wednesdays and Fridays. Cooks provide for 10 people
on Wednesdays and 25 on Fridays. Cooking begins in
the church kitchen around 9 a.m. and drivers pick up
coolers containing hot lunches in Styrofoam boxes
around 10:45 a.m. Drivers usually have between two and
six deliveries in areas that fall within church boundaries.
Doris Stone also cooks for Mobile Meals. To her, “it is

a beautiful gift. I envision the people who receive what
we cook for them. They depend on us and look forward
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to it. I want it to be good and delicious and pretty
because it has my signature on it.”
For many, these meals are the difference between

living independently or not. Miriam*, widowed and 100
years old, looks forward to her daily meal and visiting
with volunteers. A preacher’s wife with a lifelong
history of service, she shares her unwavering faith and
inspires the Mobile Meals volunteers. She often wonders
why the Lord has left her here so long but concludes as
long as she can witness she is still doing the Lord’s
work.
For more information about volunteering for funeral

dinners contact Doris Stone and for Mobile Meals
contact Karen Boughton through the Church Office at
789-2595. Mobile Meals has a need for cooks and a
food coordinator who plans meals and buys groceries.
We also need drivers. Deliveries take about an hour, if
you have a flexible lunch hour, please consider this
ministry.
*Not her real name.

—Monica Knudsen
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Happy New Year. This new year, 2019, marks the tenth
anniversary of our parish newsletter, Humilitas. The first
issue was published in August 2009. We welcomed
Father Arul, said farewell to Sister Margarita and hello to
Sister Patricia Gonzalez, profiled parishioner Hank
Halpin, published a joke, a poem, and reported on a
group of high school students from St. Charles parish
who went on a mission trip to San Antonio, Texas. Ten
years of listing births, deaths, marriages, baptisms,
wedding anniversaries and new parishioners. Ten years of
Dates of Interest and saints’ feast days. Ten years of
inspirational, deeply spiritual poems by mkj. Ten years of
cute and clean jokes that have been shared in pre-schools
and nursing homes. Ten years of saying hello and
goodbye and profiling priests, seminarians, deacons, staff
members and parishioners.
A huge thank you goes to you, our readers, who pick up

copies at the church exits and read Humilitas online.
Thank you for commenting on how much you have
enjoyed the issues. Thank you for submitting ideas and
writing articles, as Humilitas should be a parish-wide
project. Thank you for your willingness to share your
time, your thoughts and your life stories in interviews and
profiles. Your faith story inspires others.
Humilitas is also distributed at the school, the health

clinic, St. Ann’s, Mercy and St. Anthony hospitals, and
the archives and library of the Pastoral Center as well as
to homebound parishioners.
As always, we submit this issue with thanks to God,

thanks to you, and humility, your newsletter team:
Michael Carpenter, Kathy Judge, Monica Knudsen,
Fr. Macario, Andrea McCoy, Margaret Phipps, Yvette
Romo, and Charlene Smith.

Thank you, Humilitas Readers!


Parish Life
Baptisms-November

Alexus Reyes
Aiden Rodriguez

New Parishioners-November
Jacob and Veronica Slate

Estela Cruz Velasco
Lilia De Lara

Eloy and Rocio Gutierrez

Anniversaries
January Anniv.
04th Jesus and Auruora Escobar 30th
05th Jose and Yolanda Vargas 20th
06th David and Kathy Johnson 40th
07th Efren and Lucia De Loera 14th
09st Forrest and Linda Boswell 49th

Salvador and Maria Escalera 31st
15th Rowdy and Diane Miller 28th
18th Alfredo and Erika Diaz 16th
23rd Steve and Sara Brown 37th

Richard and Teddy Devero 65th
Abel and Carmen Gallegos 27th

Weddings-November
John Meehan and Deliliah Montero

Juan Carlos Ruiz Lopez and Brenda Lizbeth Ramos

Deaths-November
Teresa Patric

Correction: In last month's article on Florence Botchlet, her hometown is spelled Steinauer, Nebraska.
She and her husband lived in various towns during their early married years; Fort Worth, Texas;
Warrensburg, Missouri; Omaha, Nebraska; then Oklahoma City.
Apologies from your humble reporter, Florence!



6 This is a wonderful day, I have never seen this one before. ~ Maya Angelou
6 I wake up every morning at nine and grab for the morning paper. Then I look
at the obituary page. If my name is not on it, I get up. ~ Benjamin Franklin

6 What do you call a chicken that crosses the road?
Poultry in motion.
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Divinity
If you have ever had it, you know it is named this
because it tastes heavenly; if you have ever made it, you
know it is called this because it is difficult.
Like divinity, it is easier with the help of another like-
minded soul.
Oh, and only make this candy on a sunny day. Really, it
needs to be sunny.

2 c. sugar
1⁄3 c. light corn syrup
1⁄2 c. cold water
2 egg whites
1 teaspoon vanilla
1⁄2 c. chopped nuts

Combine sugar, corn syrup and water in a 4-cup glass
measuring cup.

Cook in microwave on high for 3 min.

Stir thoroughly.

Return to microwave and cook on high for 6 to 8
minutes or, and this is what you really want, until a
small amount of syrup dropped in cold water forms a
hard ball (250 degrees on candy thermometer). Do not
leave thermometer in the oven while cooking.

While the syrup is cooking, beat egg whites in large
bowl with mixer until stiff peaks form. When syrup is
ready, pour in a very thin, slow stream into egg whites,
beating constantly with mixer at high setting. (That is
when you want that other person, to pour while you keep
the bowl turning.)

Add vanilla and beat 6 to 8 minutes or until mixture is
stiff and loses its shine. Fold in the nuts and drop
mixture by teaspoonfuls on waxed paper.

When cool, store in an airtight container.

Holiday Candy Treat

6 What's so special about the Christmas alphabet?
There's Noel

6 How did Darth Vader know what Luke Skywalker
was getting for Christmas?
Because he felt his presents.

6 What did the bald man say when he was given
a comb for Christmas?
Thanks, I'll never part with it

6 I was offered a job today but I turned it down
because they were only willing to pay
me in vegetables.
The celery was unacceptable

6 I went to lunch with a champion chess player.
It took him 8 minutes to pass me the salt.

6 What do you call an average looking monster?
Mediogre.
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Zoo Animals

December is a BIG Marian time. Within this month
the Catholic Church will have honored our Blessed
Mother with three great feasts. The first is the Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception, December 8th. The next
big Marian feast is the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
on December 12th. The third feast happens the beginning
of the new year with the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of
God on January 1st. And that’s just the month of
December! She has more feasts throughout the liturgical
calendar honoring her.
All these celebrations where we venerate our Blessed

Mother is ammo for the other faith traditions that say we
worship her. So why do we celebrate her? Here are a
couple of reasons.
Jesus is the Son of God, he is a child of God. All that

is made is made through God–this includes us. We are
made by God, made in His image, children of God. And
if we are sons and daughters of God, then we are sons
and daughters of Mary, our Blessed Mother.
Mary is the humble servant who followed the will of

God: never doubting the plan He had set out for
humanity. Brothers and sisters, she is a model for us.
We are called to follow her example: to be persons, who
do what God commands, who trust in His will, and who
live with His rule in our hearts.
Our Blessed Mother is an intercessor for us. She is the

servant who places our intentions before her Master and
Doer of all things, God. As we celebrate Christ’s birth,
let us also celebrate Mary, the servant, tirelessly working
to bring others to God.

—Fr. Macario, O.S.B.

MarianDecember
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St. Charles Borromeo—January 2019
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Confessions every
Wednesday at 7 pm and

Saturday at 3 pm
Adoration every

Wednesday
at 11:00 am - 8:00 pm

9:20 AM RE

9:15 AM
Confirmation
9:20 AM RE

9:15 AM
Confirmation
9:20 AM RE

9:15 AM
Confirmation
9:20 AM RE

Ticket sales for
play

Ticket sales for
play

Ticket sales for
play

Ticket sales for
play

Martin Luther
King Holiday

Play
Barefoot in the

Park
Jewel Box
7:00 PM

6:00 PM Social
Ministry Board

10:30 AM Food
Bank Delivery

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM RICA

School Closed

10:00 AM
Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
Holyday

Parish Office Closed

6:00 PM María,
Madre de Dios
New Years Day

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

4:00 PM
Newsletter Meeting

7:00 PM Eng.
Baptismal Seminar

7:00 PM Eng.
Baptismal Seminar

5:30PM
SafeEnvironment
TrainingRmC

5:30PM
SafeEnvironment
TrainingRmC

7:00 PM Parish
Council Meeting

6:30 PM RE & MS

6:30 PM RE & MS

6:30 PM RE & MS

6:30 PM RE & MS

5:30 PM
Stewardship
Meeting

6:30 PM
Peace and
Justice

6:30 PM
1st Reconciliation
Parent Meeting

e6:30 PM
Choir Practice

9:00 AM Esp.
Baptismal
Seminar

9:00 AM Esp.
Baptismal
Seminar

Blood Pressure
Checks after

11 AM & 1 PM Mass

9:00 AM
1st Reconciliation

Retreat

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

11:00 AM
Esp. Baptisms

5:00 PM
Eng. Baptisms
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*brackets indicate an Optional Memorial

January Saints and Days
01 Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God, Holyday
02 Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen;Memorial
03 [The Most Holy Name of Jesus]
04 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton;Memorial
05 St. John Neumann;Memorial
06 The Epiphany of the Lord; Solemnity
07 [St. Raymond of Penyafort]
13 The Baptism of the Lord; Feast (end of Christmas Season)
17 St. Anthony; Memorial
19 [BVM]
20 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
21 St. Agnes;Memorial
22 Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children
23 [USA: St. Vincent; USA: St. Marianne Cope]
24 St. Francis de Sales;Memorial `
25 The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle; Feast
26 Ss. Timothy and Titus;Memorial
27 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
28 St. Thomas Aquinas;Memorial
31 St. John Bosco;Memorial

Redemption

We are born into this inescapable nature;
thus You were born, humble,
sharing with beasts an earthly stable.
Emmanuel.

God with us.
God raising the joys we know to rival the angels’.
God opening a doorway through death.
God with us, knowing mortal pain and
drinking from the cup of sorrow.
Emmanuel.

Redeemer.
We are born into this inescapable nature;
thus You were born, humble
sharing with beasts an earthly stable.

mkj

My family had the custom of opening our
Christmas gifts on Christmas Eve before the
Midnight Mass. There was a good reason for
this. For Christmas, we always got new clothes.
So these new clothes we always wore to the
Midnight Mass. I loved it! I felt brand new. I felt
like a different person. I felt fresh and terrific; it
was like a new day.
Brothers and sisters, this feeling of newness is

exactly what Jesus Christ, the New King, brings
to our souls. In that New King’s light, his bright
mantle, is new cloth that is covering all of us and
making us new. His birth should make us feel
like different persons. His birth should make us
feel fresh and terrific. His birth is a new and
everlasting day for our world.
This year, as you are opening your gifts with

your family and/or friends, think of Christ, the
new cloth that you are receiving. Think of
Christ, the new mantle that you are getting.
Think of Christ, this new garment that will cover
you and this world to make it all new. This
newness is Christ our Savior. He is the new
light to the dark world. He is new cloth that will
shield us from harm. All becomes new through
His birth.
Brothers and sisters, it’s time to throw the old

self away. Now is the time to put on the new
Christ. Now is the time to bravely show Christ's
new light to the world. Now is the time to be
new as Christ, to shine brightly, and show
Christ’s road to God the Father.

—Fr. Macario, O.S.B.

New clothes to welcome the New King





Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
5024 N.Grove, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73122
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We, your newsletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Michael Carpenter, Kathy Judge,
Monica Knudsen, Fr. Macario, Andrea McCoy, Margaret Phipps, Yvette Romo, and Charlene Smith.

Humilitas
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Humilitas Awarded to Hector andMarilú Romo
This year we selected a couple who both have made an

impact in their quiet way here at St. Charles since
joining the parish. Our parish is so much richer because
of their commitment to their faith and this community.
They stepped in and immediately became involved in the
parish.
Hector was born Northwest of Mexico City in a town

called Naucalpan de Juarez and was baptized at Our
Lady of Santa Ana Catholic Church. He was raised with
one sister and five brothers and attended Catholic
School. When he was 15, he spent two years in the
seminary.
Marilú was born in Calvillo, Aguascalientes, Mexico

and baptized in the parish of el Sénor del Salitre. She
also spent some of her youth in Culver City in California
with her two sisters and two brothers.
This year they celebrated their 25th Anniversary on

October 16th with their three daughters and four sons
(and another little man on the way.) They were married
at St. Gerard Majella Catholic Church in Culver City,
California. They are parents of seven+ children.
● Hector is 24 and has his bachelor's degree in
Psychology and is double majoring with a degree in
Forensic Science.
● Yvette, 22, attends OSU-OKC and will be majoring
in nursing. We're very lucky she is also part of our
office staff here at the parish.
● Ytzel, 12, is in the 6th grade here at St. Charles, loves
making slime, being part of the Spanish Choir and
playing with her friends.
● Pablo, 10, is in the 4th grade here and enjoys playing
soccer and baseball.
● Janette, 7, is in the 2nd grade here plays with dolls,
colors and plays soccer.
● Twins Josue and Miguel, 6, attend school here, love
playing outdoors, soccer and working with their dad.
● Baby Romo due February 1, 2019.

One would think that with all those darling kiddos the
parents wouldn’t have time for anything else. You would
be wrong. They both are involved with RCIA, Cursillo
Movement, adult bible classes. They are Eucharistic
Ministers and work with a prayer group here at
St. Charles. Hector is also a Knight and Marilú is a
Lector. She is so appreciative of her two oldest who
assist with the little kids because it enables her to be
involved outside the home.
For both of them, St. Charles means a sense of home.

Their children have received their sacraments here,
where volunteering has helped the couple grow in faith.
God has opened their eyes to see other people's needs,
spiritually and physically. Marilú “truly feels St. Charles
Borromeo Catholic Church is where God has placed us.
It has made me more aware as a baptized Catholic on
what my call is in serving and helping others. I have
experienced what Jesus has said we receive more when
we give to others.” Hector stated that he has “seen
others' relationships with God grow” during his
volunteer experiences.
When asked if they had anything to share with the rest

of us they both “hope more people get involved in the
ministries we have here at St. Charles.”
*Thanks to Yvette Romo for interviewing her parents for this article

award


